STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 21 September 2011 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor L Boylan



Councillor D Fitzpatrick



Councillor R Henderson



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
County Cllr V Jones



Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Irvine and Newton (leave of absence).

423.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 20 July 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

424.
MATTERS ARISING.

Minute 413.408.  Cllrs Trevelyan and Boylan had met an Environment Agency representative, who had stated that clearing out the river bed was pointless as it would silt up again.  The Agency had no record of any flooding in Stamfordham.  This was disputed and photographic evidence was requested to send to the Agency.  Someone from the Agency was supposed to come back to Chairman but that had not happened.

425.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Decision:

CM/20100165 (Reconsultation).  Harlow Hill Farm.  Conversion and reinstatement of farm buildings to form 12 holiday units.  Construction of recreation building, cycle store and barbecue area; conversion of former chapel  to residential accommodation.  Permitted by Committee.

Applications:

11/01776/COU: Cheeseburn Estates, Leaguer House, Eachwick.  Change of use and conversion of agricultural buildings to two residential units with associated storage.  No objections.
11/01650/VARYCO: Scott, The Old Mill, Dalton.  Variation of condition 2 on planning appplication 11/01311/NONMAT - CM20100336.  Alter proposed 2 storey link corridor to single storey and remove continuous dormer to the rear of annex and amend internal layout to accommodate the new circulation.  No objections.

There was a query about a new fence which had been erected at Hawkwell Farm House, apparently taking in part of a field into the building site.  County Councillor would check on that but until there was any development on the extra land, it was probably in order to fence off part of a field.

426.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 108/109/110
£128.81

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire July
£10.00

David Stanley had queried the minuting of a payment by Nicholson & Co, while other donations to StamComm were not mentioned.  It was explained that as Nicholson's payment had been made out to Council it had to be minuted as a receipt, while other donations did not pass through Council's books.

427.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cty Cllr Jones had chased up the Southside signs and had been informed that they were now ready for fixing at the Brinkburn Place entrance.

Following the Access to Services consultations, a public meeting was being arranged on 17 November, probably in Stamfordham Village Hall.  She had noted the state of the grass on the Green which had not been cut for some time.

428.
PLAY AREA.  Cllr Henderson intended to grind down the protruding bolts on the fence within a day or two. Cllr Trevelyan Had obtained several quotes for refurbishing of the safety surface and swings.  It was agreed to accept Wicksteed's Option 1 which covered repair and replacement of safety surfaces as necessary plus provision of new toddler swings and shackles, at a price of £3675 + VAT.  County Cllr was willing to contribute the balance of about £2000 left in her Small Scheme budget if County officers could class some of the expenditure as capital work rather than revenue repairs.

The Northern Rock Cyclone organisers had given £500 for the benefit of the village so it was thought that this could be used to go towards the play area cost.  There had been a suggestion that the £500 could be put to tidying up the field between Stamfordham and Hawkwell.  This was detrimental to the appearance of the village, but was the responsibility of the owner.  Clerk to write to the field's owner, asking that it be cleared for the benefit of the village.
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429.
WHITE MEDICAL GROUP.  Cllr Boylan would be attending the first meeting of the participation group next week.  Two items which would be discussed were setting up a constitution and arranging a patients' survey.

430.
CORRESPONDENCE.  An invitation was received from Guy Opperman MP to attend a meeting on 22 October at the Beaumont Hotel, Hexham to let the Conservative Group on County Council know what the public wanted from the County.  Cllr Trevelyan took the details.  Cllr Jones notified Council that the MP was now living in Stamfordham Parish.

The Royal Horticultural Society was encouraging Parishes to take part in the Britain in Bloom competitions, but it was not thought that there was a general inclination in the village to do that.  

431.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 16 November 2011 at 1930hrs. 

422.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.  Chairman reminded members that the boundaries of the Parliamentary Constituency would be changing before the next election and some strange proposals had been issued by the Electoral Commission.  This to be on the agenda for next meeting.

b.  It was noted that a very decrepit scarecrow was still in evidence after the First School Fair.  Clerk to write to the Headteacher asking that it and any old notices be removed, although Council fully supported the Fair.

c.  A rotten tree stump was overhanging the path by the How Burn.  Clerk to ask Joan Rearden to have it dealt with.

d.  A very large cherry tree in Brewery Close was liable to cause problems soon and needed thinning or removing as it was a species which should not have been planted there.  Clerk to contact ISOS.

e.  Cllr Irvine had asked that something be done about the concrete bridge on the Stamfordham/Hawkwell lane  as it was becoming dangerous.  County Cllr took note for action.  The kerbs at the entrance to the Village Hall were to be checked to see if a requested repair job had been carried out.

Meeting closed 2020hrs.

KD: 22:09:11

