STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the 2011 Annual Parish Meeting held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 19 May 2011 at 1900 hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan



Chairman



Mr K W Dodd





Clerk

with four Parish Councillors, and County Cllr Jones.

1.
MINUTES of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 May 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

2.
MATTERS ARISING.  Minute 2.  Cllr Boylan asked if there was any potential in using Japanese Knotweed as food, following a demonstration on television.  That was thought unlikely.

Cllr Irvine pointed out that although the Pont had been cleared upstream of the bridge, there were still several obstructions downstream and these could cause backing-up in times of flood.

2.
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT.

*
Cllr Trevelyan opened by thanking all Councillors for their work during the year and remarked that at last there was a full complement on Council.

*
The Communicator continues to contribute to local life, thanks to David Stanley for his tireless editorship and to him and others who distributed the newsletter.  It is also available to read on the Parish website <www.stamfordhampc.org.uk>

*
Planning.  There have been two fairly major applications in the past year: at Harlow Hill and Burnside Garage.  Special meetings were convened to consider Council's response, but neither application has yet been considered by the County Planning Committee (West).  A site visit was held at Harlow Hill when three Parish Counillors attended.  Other planning applications have been considered throughout the year and the outcomes noted in Council meeting minutes.

*
The Japanese Knotweed infestation has been treated with weedkiller three times but is still growing although not so vigorously.  A firm offering free advice on eradication had been contacted but apart from an acknowledgement had not yet responded.

*
There has been a need for a Police presence in the village recently.  Residents are strongly urged to keep sheds and house doors locked and ground floor windows secure.  Care should also be exercised when burning garden rubbish as garden fires can easily flare up and spread.

There were no questions from the floor on the Chairman's report.

3.
LOCAL ORGANISATION REPORTS.  There were no reports offered.

4.
PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2010/2011.  These were presented unaudited for information.  Cash balance carried forward to 2011/12 was £5326, being £519 less than the previous year.

There being no other business, meeting closed at 1915hrs, and Chairman moved on to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
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