STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 17 March 2010 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor D Fitzpatrick



Councillor B Irvine



Councillor S Lough



Councillor A Newton (from 300)



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
County Cllr V Jones



Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

295.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 20 January 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

296.
MATTERS ARISING.  

Minute 292.  Cllr Irvine confirmed that she had sent an entry to the Hexham Courant for the next "Tynedale Visitor".

297.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Applications:
CM/20100045: Priestley, Windywalls Farm, Dalton.  To extend the planning permission 04/D/1000 granted on 16 March 2005 to allow implementation. (Conversion of existing farm building to one dwelling).

CM/20100092: Scott, Builders workshop, Dark Lane.  Construction of workshop to replace fire damaged property.

Decisions:

CM/20090302: Graham, The Plough Inn.  Alterations to existing access to highway and creation of a new garden area.  Permitted under delegated powers.
CM/20090407: Hawkwell Farm House.  2 new build dwellings with detached garages.  Permitted by Development Management Committee.

Cllr Lough thought that not enough had been done by the Parish Council in respect of objecting to 20090407.  It was pointed out that objections had been entered, but they must be on good planning grounds, not just a generalisation.
298.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 91/92 (covered by donations).
£0.00

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire January 2010
£10.00

Community Action Northumberland - grant
£100.00

Northumberland CC - additional grass cutting 2009
£776.25 inc VAT

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary Jan/Mar 2010 incl
£443.75

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses Jan/March 2010
£11.66 inc VAT

Clerk to ask County for a rebate for the additional grass cutting if no early cut was made this month, as that was included in the price.

299.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cllr Jones identified some main points in the County budget which had been agreed at the last minute.  Despite considerable opposition, the Lib Dem administration had refused to give way and cancel the "Northumberland News", while still cutting down on care for the elderly.  The administration had also refused to budge on funding the Community Forum Locality Teams which did not receive general support.  The day care facility at Ponteland was being closed and the alternative being offered was a privately run care centre at Throckley.  Some concessions in the budget were: reinstatement of £3million which had been cut from the Highways capital budget, back to £18 million; a reduction in the 10% cut in grants to voluntary and community organisations to a 7.5% cut.  The Community Chest for disbursement by Area Committees had been increased from £50,000 to £90,000 per area, with a maximum individual grant of £5,000.  Cllr Jones would contact David Stanley to get the Community Chest publicised as it could be a great help to voluntary groups, but not to Parish Councils.  County Cllrs' Small Schemes budgets were maintained at £15,000 and Cllr Jones had allocated half of her allowance to improvements to Dalton Village Hall.

There had been some misunderstanding about the proposed interactive speed sign at the entrance to the village from Matfen.  It was hoped to get a sign erected on a pole outside Stannerton House as this was the only realistic alternative to having one on the Green, because of required sight-lines.  Cllr Jones understood that Stefan Bell of County Highways would be talking to Bill Telfer about the sign.  

The Boundary Committee had now confirmed its proposal to move Whittington Parish into Ponteland West Division.  This must be confirmed by Parliament but it was expected to come into force for the 2013 elections.
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300.
CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER.  Mrs Avril Newton of Hawkwell had expressed an interest in joining Council and there had been no other expressions of interest.  It was agreed to co-opt Mrs Newton and as a Declaration form was not available it was also agreed that the form may be signed at the next meeting.  Cllr Newton then took her seat.

301.
PLAY AREA.  Cllr Trevelyan had removed some low hanging branches to prevent damage to users.  Dick Southwick had still not removed the broken spring animal/mounting and Councillors were asked to encourage him to carry out the work requested as soon as possible as otherwise there could be a problem with insurance cover.

302.
PONTELAND/STAMFORDHAM COMMUNITY FORUM.  No report on any activity was available.

303.
COUNTY OPEN SPACES STUDY.  As part of the new Northumberland Local Development Framework, County was consulting on ownership and management of sports pitches, play area, open spaces etc.  Clerk to complete the "tick-box" form.

304.
DOG BINS.  A quote of £918.75 (less £75 if paid in full up front) for emptying the three dog bins in 2010/11 was received from K9Cleanup.  It was agreed to accept the quote of £843.75 for payment in May.

305.
RISK ASSESSMENT.  It was mandatory to review the Risk Assessment of Council's business.  Clerk went through the previous assessment and pointed out that because necessary repairs had not been carried out in the play area, the risk level needed to be increased.  No other changes were considered necessary.  It was noted that the Section 137 allowance had been increased to £4400 but S.137 grants had never been given anywhere near that amount.

306.
INSURANCE COVER.  Annual renewal would be due in June and the renewal notice was expected soon.  Clerk identified the current levels of cover.  Cllr Noble queried the rebuilding cost of bus shelters which were insured for £7163 each but no increase apart from the automatic index linking was thought necessary.  Fidelity cover remained at £10,000 which was agreed as sufficient.  It was noted that personal accident cover for Councillors and Clerk when travelling to and from meetings and on Council business was restricted to age 75 and under.  Overall, the cover was agreed as adequate.

307.
INTERNAL AUDIT.  Another mandatory requirement was for an annual review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit.  It was agreed that the professional inspection carried out by Mrs Edwards on a voluntary basis was perfectly adequate.  Clerk pointed out that all relevant invoices, statements and accounts book were available for inspection at every meeting of Council, and suggested that a non-signatory Councillor should make random checks.

308.
BUS SHELTER..  Hexham Flat Roofing who had given a quote for roof repairs to Cllr Noble had been asked to send a written quote to the Clerk so that an order could be placed.  Unfortunately the quote had again been sent to Cllr Noble after the company had been reminded.  The quote of £580 + VAT, plus possibly another £70 for concrete repairs for repairing and proofing the Green bus shelter was agreed.  Clerk to place an order for the work.

309.
GRANT APPLICATIONS.

Great North Air Ambulance    £100 to be paid in May.

Victim Support    No grant.

310.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 19 May 2010 at 1900hrs.  This would be the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Meeting of Council.

311.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.
Council was invited to register to be a "Green Community" at no charge.  Cllr Trevelyan took the literature to report.

b.
A "No Dogs" sign was required for the play area.  County Cllr was asked if County could provide one.

c.
Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that the footpath at the Oval corner which had been repaired by County had again been damaged by vehicles running over it.  A bollard on the corner was required to prevent damage.  He also mentoned that a storm drain was leaking at the corner with water running from under the footpath.  The Highways Inspector had been informed.  County Cllr Jones took note of these matters.

d.
Cllr Trevelyan reported that the door of Dalton Church had now been repaired.

KD: 25:03:10

Potholes and other highway faults - ring freephone 0808 100 8 9 10
Street lighting faults ring freephone 0800.085.0029
