STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 20 July 2011 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor L Boylan (from 417)



Councillor R Henderson



Councillor B Irvine



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
County Cllr V Jones



Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Fitzpatrick and Newton (leave of absence).

412.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 18 May 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

413.
MATTERS ARISING.

Minute 399.  Cllr Irvine pointed out that a "Southside" sign had still not  been provided.  County Cllr explained that it could not be sited on the pavement as this was too narrow, and the owner of the end house would not agreed to having it mounted on the house wall.  The only possible place was on the edge of the Green which was not suitable, both from the appearance aspect and also the danger of pedestrians tripping over it.  It was suggested that a sign be placed on either side of the Brinkburn Place entry on the housing association properties.  Cty Cllr would take this up with officers.

Minute 408.  Environment Agency had replied stating that they had cleared out some trees downstream of the Grange Road bridge already, but would have a look at this when next carrying out an inspection and would clear out more if necessary.  They offered to meet on site if this was requested.  Clerk to arrange a site meeting with any available Councillors.

414.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Decision:

CM/20100728: Burnside Garage.  Demolition of garage; construction of five dwelling houses (amended plans & flood risk assessment).  Notified as permitted under delegated powers, but it was pointed out that permission had been granted by Committee.

CM/20100784: Leaguer House, Eachwick.  Change of use of agricultural buildings to three dwellings; construction of two detached garages; modifications to access.  Permitted under delegated powers

CM/20110059: Flats at 1-7 & 9-15 Grange Road,  Replace doors & windows; installation of DDA accessible ramp to main entrances.  Permitted by Committee.

11/00305/FUL: Hawkwell Farm House.  Redesign and repositioning of dwelling house and detached garage.  Permitted.
Applications:
CM/20100165 (Reconsultation).  Harlow Hill Farm.  Conversion and reinstatement of farm buildings to form 12 holiday units.  Construction of recreation building, cycle store and barbecue area; conversion of former chapel  to residential accommodation.  No objections to the amended plans which did not include new build units.

11/01123/FUL: Wilkinson, Gilchesters Farm.  Alterations to windows and doors and installation of three raised rooflights to existing conservatory. No objections.
415.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 107
£84.79

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire May
£20.00

Northumberland ALC - subscription 2011/12
£154.98

Playsafety Ltd - play area safety inspection.
£75.60 inc VAT

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary April/June (nil tax)
£468.75

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses March/July
£36.62 inc VAT

County Council - play area rent 2011/12
£120.00

Receipts:

HMRC - VAT claim for 2010/11
£281.98

Nicholson & Co - StamComm sponsorship
£20.00
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416.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cty Cllr Jones reported that the main recent item at County had been the car parking strategy.  Most of that had initially been delegated to officers but had been "called in" by the Scrutiny Committee.  As a result, the strategy was now going to full Council for decision as there had been a lot of dissatisfaction about the original proposals.

Consultants had been appointed to look at the treatment of older people in the County under the Ageing Well programme, with some funding having been agreed.

Cllr Boylan joined at this point 1950hrs.

417.
PLAY AREA.  The RoSPA inspection had revealed several minor points but no high risk items.  Chairman had arranged for quotes for new swing seats and wet pour safety surface but these were still awaited.  Cllr Henderson undertook to deal with protruding bolts on the concrete fenceposts.  The new fence between the play area and the road and school had now been completed and appeared to be a very satisfactory job.  The grass had still not been cut - Cty Cllr took note to chase up Neighbourhood Services.

418.
NORTHERN ROCK CYCLONE.  So far as the village finances were concerned this had been a great success, with the Village Hall and Church funds benefitting.  However there were several points to be considered for the future.

The weather had been dry this year, but if it were wet for a future event there was a high risk of damage to the Green as several vehicles had parked on the Green and in wet weather this would cause a problem.  More planning was required to allow for essential services to continue (eg) the milk collection tanker had been subject to severe delays and some residents had been prevented from getting to their homes.  There was a feeling that the organisers and competitors had been arrogant, giving the impression that they were more important than Stamfordham residents.  The Ponteland based Multi-Agency Committee which included Highways, Police and Councillors would have to be involved for the future.

There had still been a lot of litter dumped not only in the village but along the route where riders had been observed discarding water bottles by the roadside, with no attenpt being made to clear up afterwards.

It was suggested that the Cyclone be asked to put in place a financial bond to cover the expense of clearing up after the event and repairing any damage.  There had still been a lot of inconsiderate parking on private property as well as on public areas, but one good outcome was that potholes on the route had been repaired.

419.
COUNTY SERVICES.  Cllrs Trevelyan and Fitzpatrick had met Cllr Pegg, a member of the County Executive and two officers on 10 June.  Notes on the meeting had been circulated, but Cllr Trevelyan highlighted the fact that County was now to be responsible for emptying dog waste bins, so when our present contract ended it need not be renewed.  County also claimed to be responsible for cleaning bus shelters but there was no evidence that this had ever been done.  Clerk to query the bus shelter cleaning and also give notice to NCC that there would be three dog bins to clear from next year.  Closed cemeteries, grass cutting, gully cleaning, weed spraying and road sweeping were also discussed.

420.
HIGHWAYS CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SURVEY.  Cllr Trevelyan took a questionnaire for consideration and completion.

421.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 21 September 2011 at 1930hrs. 

412.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.
Cllr Boylan was now a member of the White Medical Practice Patient Participation Group and had attended a meeting of the Group immediately before Council.  A questionnaire would be coming out to establish what patients' required from the practice.  Cllr Boylan would keep Council informed as a regular agenda item.

b.
Local Transport Plan.  The usual request for priorities for the Plan 2012/13 was received.  It was agreed that the current three items listed should remain with the exception of a speed limit at Harlow Hill wich had already been provided.

c.
Age UK.  A letter informed Council that Age Concern Northumberland was now known as Age UK Northumberland, and enclosed a questionnaire which Chairman took to complete.

d.
Northumberland News.  As previously notified, County was no longer going to publish Northumberland News on a monthly basis for general circulation.  It would now be published quarterly, but hard copies would only be available to be picked up from libraries, tourist information centres and customer service centres or by special request.  An electronic version could be viewed by ordering from <www.northumberland.gov.uk/extra>

Meeting closed 2040hrs.

KD: 22:07:11

