STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 21 July 2010 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor L Boylan



Councillor R Henderson



Councillor A Newton



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
County Councillor V Jones



Mr K W Dodd




Clerk



Mr S Noble (public transport rep) and a member of the public.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Fitzpatrick and B Irvine

329.
CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER.  Mr Roy Henderson of Henderson Lodge, Stamfordham Road had expressed interest in being co-opted.  On the proposal of Cllr Noble, seconded by Cllr Newton, it was agreed that he be co-opted to Council to represent Ward 3, and that he sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office on a future occasion.

330.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 19 May 2010 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

331.
MATTERS ARISING.  

Minute 316.298.  Cllr Boylan reported that the grass along the river bank side of Widdrington Drive had now been cut and incorporated into the cutting schedule.  However the play area had not been cut recently; County Cllr took note to have this done.  Neighbourhood Services were commended on the improvement in the standard of grass cutting and for having the Green cut in time for the Cyclone races event.

Minute 320.  Mrs Lynne Edwards, Internal Auditor, had signed off the Annual Return which had now gone to the External Auditors.  Thanks to Mrs Edwards for her help.

Minute 322.  Cllr Trevelyan had responded on-line to the Northumberland Charter consultation.

332.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Decisions:

NCC 10/00109/CCD Stamfordham First School.  Construction of single storey store room.  Permitted by County Central Planning.

CM/20100336: The Old Mill, Dalton.  Demolition of garage & annexe; construction of one and a half storey garage and construction of one and a half storey annexe.  Permitted under delegated powers.

Applications:

CM/20100314: The Old School House, Dalton.  Demolition of rear garage and store; construction of replacement single storey extension; construction of two storey extension; extension to flat roofed dormer window; external alterations and creation of a tennis court.  No objections.
CM/20101311LBC: The Old School House, Dalton.  Listed Building Consent as above.  No objections.

CM/20100382: Dalton Cottage.  Objected to on the grounds of road safety and being obtrusive in the village.

CM/20100377: Hawkwell Farm House.  Objected to on the grounds of over development on the site; the risk of flooding and concern over the water supply.

CM/20100378: Hawkwell Farm House.  No formal objection, but it was commented on that the "applicant would develop and live in the properties" according to the design statement.  Both properties at the same time?
333.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 95
£48.46

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 96
£46.36

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire May
£10.00

Northumberland County Council - play area rent
£120.00

Core Music - S 137 grant
£50.00

Playsafety Ltd - RoSPA inspection 4 June
£115.16 inc VAT

Tynedale Hospice at Home - S 137 grant
£50.00

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary April/June
£456.25

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses March/July
£29.82 inc VAT
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334.
BANK SIGNATORY.  It was agreed that Cllr Noble be designated as the third bank signatory in place of Mrs Lough, in addition to Cllrs Trevelyan and Fitzpatrick.

335.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cllr Jones informed members that the County Council was going to have to make a further budget cut of £10 million because of government restrictions, with a projected cut of £30 million next financial year.  As staffing costs were a major expenditure item, savings were being made by not filling vacancies and by offering voluntary redundancies - although this would result in one-off redundancy payments.

She had been unable to obtain a "No Dogs" sign for the play area, but it may be possible in the future.

Planning delays were common at the moment, particularly in the West area which covered Stamfordham, due to having to integrate different systems inherited from Tynedale and Castle Morpeth; shortage of staff due to maternity leave in particular, and replacement by temporary staff who did not know the area.  She was asked if the Harlow Hill development was likely to go through by default due to running out of time, but this was most unlikely.

Northumberland Strategic Partnership was asking for details of services or lack of them in an area including Stamfordham and she asked that this be broken down to individual settlements rather than just one response for the whole Parish.

As part of the Putting People First strategy, vouchers to allow more taxi access for disability allowance holders were being offered at a charge of £10 for £50 worth of vouchers.  The personal budget system for social care appeared to be working.  The social care budget had allowed for the installation of alarm systems with many types of sensors and even GPS systems so that the elderly could be traced if necessary.

The County handyman service was also under way, being available at a small charge for the disabled or over 60s.  Cllr Jones would send details of this to David Stanley for the Communicator.

The Dial A Ride service was being operated by ADAPT in the Ponteland area where there was no public transport.

The interactive speed sign on the entrance from Matfen had not yet been moved and she would look into that.

336.
PONTELAND & STAMFORDHAM COMMUNITY FORUM.  Cllrs Trevelyan and Boylan had attended the last meeting but the proceedings had had little relevance for Stamfordham, being almost entirely to do with Ponteland.  Cllr Boylan was still pressing for a bus link to the Metro system.

337.
LOCAL BUS SERVICES.  County had asked to be notified of a Parish contact who could distribute timetables, maintain bus stop information and act as a contact with County Public Transport.  Steve Noble had been the Parish contact for some time, and he reported that the 74 service was not at all satisfactory since its transfer to GoNorthEast.  He quoted examples of breakdowns, leaving passengers stranded until the next scheduled bus arrived; late running etc.  He had contacted GoNE but apart from an acknowledgement had not received any response so had taken it up with the Traffic Commissioners, whose Compliance Unit was looking into the complaints.  Mr Noble had kept County informed of the complaints and the unsatisfactory service.

338.
PLAY AREA.  Cllrs Trevelyan and Fitzpatrick had met with the RoSPA inspector.  Chairman outlined the latest inspection report which raised several mainly minor points.  He would involve Dick Southwick again to deal with the more important matters, and also remarked that some trimming of trees and hedge needed doing again.  Volunteers to trim the hedge were invited.

339.
A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY.  A draft updated strategy for Northumberland, published by the Northumberlabnd Strategic Partrnership, was out for consultation.  Cllr Trevelyan took the document for study.

340.
RURAL BUSINESS SURVEY.  The survey document was taken by Cllr Henderson for completion.

341.
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE.

a.
The annual request for Council's priorities under the Local Transport Programme had been received.  Cllr Boylan offered to consider this and report back.

b.
A consultation on street trading policy was taken by Cllr Boylan for consideration.

c.
A consultation document on Licensing Policy was taken by Cllr Trevelyan for persual.

342.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 15 September2010 at 1930hrs.
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343.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.
Cllr Boylan reported that use of an informal rope swing on the Green was eroding the grass and breaking branches, leading to complaints from residents.  She was asked to arrange to have a note in StamComm about this.

b.
Cllr Noble asked if improvements could be made to the play area as it was looking rather tired and unattractive.  County Cllr Jones pointed out that she could make a contribution from her Small Schemes Allowance providing that it was for capital items rather than maintenance.  It was thought that Dick Southwick could cut the hedge.  Members agreed to have a look at the play area after the meeting.

c.
Cllr Trevelyan reported that he had treated the Japanese Knotweed with weedkiller again but it would need further attention to eradicate it.

d.
Cllr Henderson offered to contact the Probation Service to see if Community Service workers could be available to clean up the area or other environmental jobs.

Meeting closed 2055hrs

KD: 28:07:10

Streetlights, Potholes and other highway faults - ring 0845.600.6400
