STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Tuesday 24 January 2012 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor L Boylan



Councillor D Fitzpatrick



Councillor A Newton

Also present:
County Cllr V Jones



Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Noble, Irvine and Henderson.

446.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 16 November 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

447.
MATTERS ARISING.

Minute 434.  Mrs Hawkins had telephoned to say that the tree stump overhanging the How Burn would be removed by her brother after the Christmas holidays.

Minute 439.  The Boundary Committee for England had been informed of Council's objections to its Parliamentary boundary change proposals and an acknowledgment had been received.

Minute 440.  The protruding bolts in the play area had not yet been ground down.  Cllr Henderson to be asked to see to this.

Minute 445.b.  The new Neighbourhood Beat Manager (formerly village policeman) Constable Lee Davison, had started a monthly surgery at Matfen Village Shop.  It was intended that a mobile police office would call at Stamfordham on a regular basis but dates were not yet available.  Cllrs Trevelyan and Fitzpatrick were nominated as Council contacts.  Inspector Oates i/c East Tynedale Neighbourhood, invited Council to request a NBM to attend a Council meeting if there was a problem requiring police attention.

Minute 445.c.  Cllr Trevelyan reported that he and Cllr Fitzpatrick had attended a  meeting between representatives from Stamfordham and Matfen Parish Councils and County Councillor Jones with others and Mr Harrison the Cyclone organiser.  Mr Harrison had been clearly informed of the problems at the 2011 Cyclone races and it was emphasised that local residents, not only in the villages, must be better informed of what was happening.  Mr Harrison pointed out that last year had been an international event, so cyclist numbers would be fewer in 2012.

448.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Decisions:
11/02446/FUL: Robson, Belfairs 26 Grange Road.  Construction of conservatory.  Permitted.
11/02203/FUL: Nichols, Rugley Villa.  Conservatory.  Permitted.

11/02406/FUL: Redford, 4 Grange Road.  Replacement boiler, flue, oil tank.  Permitted

11/02408/LBC: Listed Building Consent as above.  Consented.
11/02242/FUL: Halbert, Dalton House.  Extension for boot room etc.  Permitted.

11/02241/LBC:  Listed Building Consent for 02242 as above.  Consented.
Applications:
11/03213/CCD: Stamfordham First School.  Installation of 26 photovoltaic panels on school roof.  No objections.

12/00191/FUL: Blacker, Manesty, Bridge End.  Extension above existing garage.  No objections.

Local Development Famework: Core Strategy. Consultation.  This was a draft of the new County wide LDF which would replace all the District LDFs.  Cllr Trevelyan took the DVD provided for perusal and comment if thought necessary.

449.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION.

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 113 & 114
£50.66

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire November
£10.00

Wicksteed Leisure Ltd - play area refurbishment
£4410.00 inc VAT

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary September/December
£468.75

Receipts:

County Council: play area grant
£1743.00

S'ham PF and Village Hall - Cyclone donation
£500.00
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450.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cty Cllr Jones reported that the main business in County at the moment was the budget for 2012/13.  A further £20 million savings would have to be made including £7 million from Adult Care, although the Director considered that it should not affect recipients unduly.  The Local Development Plan was being worked through to bring the various District Plans into line as planning applications were currently being dealt with in different ways.
The next Joint Meeting between County and Parish/Town Councils would be held in Ponteland High School on 13 March at 6.00pm.  This was an opportunity for Councillors to question County Cllrs and officers and was specifically for local Councillors, not members of the public.

Cllr Jones had been told that the 74 bus service timetable had been changed but she did not have confirmed details.  She had passed on all emailed comments on the 74 service to the relevant officers who had said that the airport link was little used but there was a demand for a service to Darras Hall.  She had pointed out that there was a demand for a Kingston Park link because it appeared that it was intended to cut that out as well as the airport.

Officers had confirmed that the Hawkwell path footbridge would be resurfaced, and also that the bridge on the footpath past the Church would be receiving attention in due course.

Comments from Cllr Noble concerning West Area Projects 2012 had been passed on.  There was evidence of graffiti vandalism starting again, but Young Farmers had done some work by painting over the most objectionable graffiti.

County now had a grant of £7 million to improve rural broadband.  Cllr Jones encouraged local organisations to apply for funding from the West Area Community Chest as £90,000 would be available in 2012/13.

451.
WESTERN AREA PROJECTS 2012.  The Area Manager had requested suggestions for work to be done in 2012 to improve the area, in particular replacement of outdated and unsatisfactory signage; drainage problems etc.  Details had been emailed to Councillors who were asked to submit their comment to the Clerk who would consolidate and forward to Western Area.  The Area Manager asked that all submissions should be through Councils, not directly from members of the public.

452.
BUDGET AND PRECEPT.  Chairman outlined a proposed budget which was agreed as at Annex "A".  It was resolved to set a Precept of £6000 for 2012/13, the same as for the last few years.

453.
PLAY AREA.  The repairs to the safety surface and replacement swings had now been completed and were a big improvement.  Cllr Trevelyan had the maintenance tools provided and would complete a satisfaction certificate for the suppliers.  It was agreed to order a safety inspection by RoSPA again this year.
454.
TYNEDALE VISITOR.  The Hexham Courant again invited a contribution to the 2012 Tynedale Visitor publication.  Cllr Irvine had submitted one in 2011 and was asked to do the same for this year.  Deadline for submission was 10th February.

455.
WHITE MEDICAL PRACTICE.  Cllr Boylan reported that the recent surveys had identified several areas of interest which would be considered by the GPs for future action.

456.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 21 March 2012 at 1930hrs.  

457.
GRANT APPLICATIONS.

The following applications were apporoved, for payment in March:

Community Action Northumberland
£100

Age Concern
£125

Great North Air Ambulance
£100

458.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.
County had published some advice on "Snow Squads".  Cllr Boylan took this for a mention in StamComm.

b.
Cllr Trevelyan had received an email urging residents to become part of the "Big Society".  Notes to go in 
StamComm.  He also asked for suggestions for Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

c.
Cllr Boylan now had a collection of flooding photos on disc to go to the Environment Agency.

d.
Cllr Boylan had attended a meeting arranged by the Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group and had 
an information sheet of intended initiatives to improve the health of Northumberland residents.

Meeting closed 2045hrs.

KD: 26:01:12
Potholes and highway faults, also street lighting faults 0845.600.6400
