STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 20 January 2010 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor D Fitzpatrick



Councillor B Irvine



Councillor S Lough



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

An apology for absence was received from Cllr D Spearman.

280.
CASUAL VACANCY.  Due to the long term absence of a Councillor, a casual vacancy had arisen under the "six months absence" rule.  This had been advertised for the statutory period, but no demand for an election had been received so Council may now co-opt a member.  Councillors were asked to put out feelers for anyone interested, with a view to co-option at the March meeting.

281.
MINUTES of the previous meeting held on 18 November 2009 having been circulated were taken as read and confirmed as a true record.

282.
MATTERS ARISING.  

Minute 269.  Chairman reported that because of the inclement weather he had not yet attended to the low hanging branch, but it would be removed soon.  Dick Southwick had removed the remains of one spring animal, but the second was still to be done, as were a few other points mentioned in the RoSPA inspection.

Minute 271.  BT had responded to the comment that mobile reception in Stamfordham was not very good by saying that all major mobile networks had been tested and were adequate.  Councillors disagreed with this and it was suggested that an item be placed in the Communicator asking residents who had difficulty obtaining a satisfactory signal to email Mr Les Podd <les.podd@bt.com> to inform him of any problem with mobile signals.  The phone number of the Stamfordham callbox should be quoted for reference - 01661.886553.   Mr Podd stated that there were no immediate plans to remove the public call box, but "in view of the low usage, there could be consultations on rationalisation in the future".

283.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Applications: None.

Decision:

CM/20090606: Thomson, 1 The Old Forge, Bridge End.  Construction of sun room to rear and loft conversion.  Permitted under delegated powers.
A consultation on the County Draft Landscape Assessment was received.  This divided the County into 44 landscape character types, further divided into 109 landscape character areas.  The consultation details could be found on www.northumberland.gov.uk, clicking on the Local Development Framework page for a link to the consultation.  Alternatively, a printed version could be obtained on request to Jonathan Nicholson on 01670.534751 or <jonathan.nicholson@northumberland.gov.uk>.  It was agreed that this could be mentioned in the Communicator.
284.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 89/90
£100.55

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire November 09
£10.00

K W Dodd - Clerk's salaryOct/Dec 09 incl
£443.75

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses Nov09/Jan 2010
£11.36 inc VAT

285.
BUDGET & PRECEPT FOR 2010/11.  Chairman presented a draft budget, and mentioned that there had been no increase in the Precept since 2004.  After a discussion it was agreed to raise the Precept by £500 to allow for repairs to the bus shelters.  A budget as at Annex "A" was agreed and it was resolved to demand a Precept of £6000 from Northumberland County Council.

286.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  In the absence of Cty Cllr Jones, no report was available.
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287.
PONTELAND/STAMFORDHAM COMMUNITY FORUM.  No report on any activity was available.

288.
WINTER CLEARANCE.  A meeting to discuss winter clearance and related matters had been arranged and details had been emailed to Councillors.  County highways staff had been working over the holidays to try to keep roads open, but breakdowns had hampered efforts.  General opinion was that icy roads and footpaths had been the main problem.  Cllr Noble asked that a grit box be requested for the Bay Horse corner to be available for the Hawkwell footpath and the road at the corner.  Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that a deep pothole had appeared by the Bay Horse car park on the Green, but as this was not County property, Highways would not be liable.

289.
NORTHUMBERLAND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP.  The Partnership had held a series of meetings to discuss "The Perfect 10 - an aspirational scenario of life in Northumberland in 2025" and this consultation had ended on 15 January.  A draft Sustainable Community Strategy would be available in Spring 2010, when it would again be subject to consultation.  Any queries to Janice Rose, Corporate Policy Manager at <Janice.Rose@northumberland.gov.uk>.

Chairman mentioned that it was sometimes difficult to navigate the Northumberland website and asked that County supply the full web address when quoting information on the web, rather than just www.northumberland.gov.uk.

290.
BUS SHELTER..  Cllr Noble had obtained a quote for repairing the roofs of both bus shelters.  It was agreed to go ahead with repair of the Green shelter as it was more in need of attention, and defer the Grange Road one until later.  Cllr Noble to provide Clerk with the quote so that an order could be placed.

291.
GRANT APPLICATIONS.

a.
Community Action Northumberland     £100 to be paid in March

b.
Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering      No grant.

292.
HEXHAM COURANT "TYNEDALE VISITOR".  The Courant had again invited Council to submit an entry of up to 200 words to highlight the attractions of the Parish.  Cllr Irvine agreed to see to this in consultation with David Stanley.

293.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 17 March 2010 at 1930hrs.

294.
OTHER BUSINESS.

a.
A glossy Christmas card from the Chairman of the County Council and his lady had been sent to all Parish Councils, and presumably to other bodies.  It was Council's opinion that this was unnecessary, on a par with the monthly magazine, and in view of the financial situation of County there were better ways of spending taxpayers money.  Clerk to notify County of this.

b.
Mr Bill Telfer had received a letter and plan showing the erection of an interactive speed sign opposite his house entrance.  No notification had been sent to Council.  It was agreed that the sign would be better sited some ten metres further west along the Matfen road.  Clerk to inform County (Stefan Bell) of this and request that Council be consulted on future similar occasions

KD: 26:01:10

Potholes and other highway faults - ring freephone 0808 100 8 9 10
Street lighting faults ring freephone 0800.085.0029
