STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 21 April 2010 at 1930hrs.

Present:

Councillor E C T Trevelyan


Chairman



Councillor D Fitzpatrick



Councillor B Irvine



Councillor A Newton



Councillor S Noble

Also present:
Mr K W Dodd




Clerk

with seven members of the public and a Hexham Courant reporter.

312.
VACANCIES ON COUNCIL.  There were now two vacancies on Council, one each in Ward 2 and Ward 3.  Notices had been displayed at the Village Hall (both vacancies), at Albemarle Barracks and Harlow Hill (for Ward 3).

313.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Application:
CM/20100165: Northumberland Estates, Harlow Hill Farm. Conversion of existing buildings and new build to provide 40 holiday units, plus club house, playroom etc. and conversion of chapel to provide manager's accommodation, shop etc.

Chairman outlined the application, in particular noting the proposal for only 48 car parking spaces; the potential road safety hazard from substantially increased traffic flow from the development, and the scale of over development on a site almost on top of the Roman Wall World Heritage Site.

After viewing the plans by Councillors, Chairman invited comments from the floor.  After discussion, it was agreed that Clerk would draft a response to be reviewed by Chairman and Vice-Chairman before submitting to County Planning before the deadline.  The submission is attached.

There being no other business, meeting closed at 2007hrs

KD: 25:04:10

Potholes and other highway faults - ring freephone 0808 100 8 9 10
Street lighting faults ring freephone 0800.085.0029

PLANNING APPLICATION CM/20100165 BY NORTHUMBERLAND ESTATES AT HARLOW HILL

Comment by Stamfordham Parish Council

Stamfordham Parish Council, following a special meeting when some of the residents of Harlow Hill were present, wishes to object to the above application on the following grounds:

1.
The application is for a mix of conversion and new build units to provide a total of 115 bedrooms in two, three and four bed units.  With maximum occupancy this could result in an additional 230 persons on site.  There is considerable concern at the potential overloading of the mains sewerage system and extra demand on the water supply which provides poor pressure at the moment.

2.
As all of the units are multi-bedded, it is safe to assume that some if not several would have at least two cars.  The planned 48 car parking places would therefore appear to be quite inadequate.

3.
Related to car usage, it is necessary to point out that the Military Road has a history of traffic speeding at Harlow Hill and although there has recently been a 40mph limit imposed, the number of cars entering and leaving the complex at a particularly dangerous point just over the brow of a hill (from the west) is likely to create a road safety hazard.  Many walkers on the Roman Wall path would also be in the vicinity, creating further hazard.  Road safety should be of the utmost importance in view of the restricted view when leaving the site by car.

4.
Harlow Hill settlement consists of about eleven dwellings and is classed as unsustainable.  To impose a further 40 units, plus the proposed residential conversion, on this settlement is severe over development.  The proposed development is within a few metres of the course of the Roman Wall, an Ancient Monument and World Heritage site, and near to the site of Milecastle 16.  This would be most inappropriate development.  Looking from the south much of the development would be on the skyline and would constitute an unacceptable landscape impact.  (Castle Morpeth Local Plan C39 and C43).

5.
Supporting documents quote the need for tourist accommodation in the area.  It is pointed out that the majority of tourists visiting the Roman Wall are walkers so holiday let units would not appear to be what are required: bed and breakfast or hostel accommodation would be more appropriate.

6.
Although much of the planned development appears to be within existing farm buildings, the plans indicate an extension into greenfield for the proposed childrens play area.  This would seem to be in contravention of the Castle Morpeth Local Plan.

7.
In the event of permission being granted, it is strongly recommended that conditions be imposed, (A) restricting the units to non-residential holiday lets in perpetuity with a further restriction on occupancy to a maximum of 40 to 48 weeks per year.  (B) materials need to be in keeping with existing buildings.

K W Dodd   Clerk to Council   24 April 2010
