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The Late Olive Barron

    Pauline would like to thank family, dear friends and neighbours for their kindness, support and cards with the sad loss of her mum. Donations to Cancer Research UK totalling £630.95 were given in Olive’s memory. 

    The Zumba class held in the First School in Stamfordham, which Olive used to go to, had a collection before Christmas in her memory, which totalled £73.00.   Again this money is for Cancer Research UK. 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2011

    Thank you to everyone, including Stamfordham First School, who contributed very kindly to the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Appeal in 2011. All the effort in covering the boxes with Christmas paper and filling them with toys etc. was appreciated very much indeed!

    The boxes go to children in the Eastern Europe, who receive nothing else at Christmas and are living in orphanages, street shelters, or hospitals. Each box sent brings great happiness to the child who receives it.

    1,703 boxes were checked and sent from Hexham, which included those collected in Stamfordham. 

    Please contribute next year if you can, and start collecting now!

Jackie Nicholson

The Family Information Service

    The FIS provides information on childcare, nursery provision, and school admissions. We can be contacted on 

 0800 023 4440 and   fis@northumberland.gov.uk 

    Currently there are no child-minders in the Stamfordham postcode area NE18, and this makes it difficult for parents wishing to return to work. 

    If you are interested in becoming a child-minder please contact Jenienne Hinchcliffe of the Learning and Organisational Development Team on  01670 534365 or  jenienne.hinchcliffe@northumberland.gov.uk

________________________________________________________________

STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Edited MINUTES of meeting of Council held in Stamfordham Village Hall on Wednesday 16 November 2011.

Present:
Councillor E C T Trevelyan Chairman, Councillor L Boylan, Councillor D Fitzpatrick, Councillor R Henderson, Councillor B Irvine, Councillor A Newton, County Cllr V Jones, Mr K W Dodd, Clerk, and two members of the public.

An apology for absence was received from Cllr Noble.

434.
MATTERS ARISING from previous Minutes.

Minute 432.  The First School had confirmed that the derelict scarecrow would be removed and that had been done.
ISOS had looked at the cherry tree in Brewery Close and were checking on whether or not it had a preservation order on it. Clerk had written to Mrs Hawkins about the state of the field between the How Burn and the Pont, but had not had any response. Mrs Rearden had disclaimed any responsibility for the tree stump in the How Burn. This also was Mrs Hawkins responsibility. Clerk to write requesting removal.

Cllr Irvine reported that the footbridge had been repaired and potholes filled in.

435.
PLANNING MATTERS.
Applications.   11/02203/FUL: Nichols, Rugley Villa, Grange Road.  Removal of existing small side conservatory and replacement with larger side conservatory.

11/02406/FUL: Redford, 4 Grange Road.  Installation of replacement boiler; installation of flue and provision of oil tank.

11/02446/FUL: Robson, 26 Grange Road. Erection of conservatory to rear.

No objections to the above three applications.

11/02242/FUL & 11/02241/LBC: Halbert, Dalton House.  Removal of internal stone wall of outbuilding and extension of outbuilding to form boot room; construction of tennis court in walled garden.  No decision on this application; Cllr Trevelyan would be looking further at the plans.

436.
EXPENDITURE AUTHORISATION.:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 111 (confirmation)
£75.11

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 112
£18.82

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hire September
£10.00

BDO plc - Audit fee 2010/11
£144.00 inc VAT

Royal British Legion - wreath
£25.00                                                        [Cont’d

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary July/September
£468.75

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses July/November
£18.23 inc VAT

Receipt: Nicholson & Co - Stam Comm donation
£20.00

It was noted that County required the 2012/13  Precept demand by 24 January 2012.

437.
AUDIT REPORT.  External auditors had signed off the Annual Return without qualification.  The only comment had been a reminder that fixed assets should now be stated at original cost rather than written down values.  This had been done.  The report was approved and accepted.

438.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Cty Cllr had been informed that the Southside signs were now in place.  This was confirmed.  She mentioned the "Democracy Day" to be held on 24 November at Prospect House, Hexham.  The Access to Services (transport) Open Day would be held in Stamfordham Village Hall on 17 November.                                    

This was looking at availability of local transport roughly in the area between the Military Road and the Belsay road, with transport provider being present and several presentations being planned.  Posters giving details had been displayed in several places.  Dalton Village Hall had been proposed as a polling station for the next elections but it did not meet accessibility standards so would not be used.

439.
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES.  The Boundary Commission for England had made proposals to change the boundaries of Hexham Constituency, including moving Haltwhistle and South Tyne into the Barnard Castle constituency; moving Chopwell, Ryton and the old coalfield villages into Hexham, and splitting Ponteland Town to move Ponteland East into a new constituency of Bewick and Morpeth.  It was agreed that these moves which were intended to even out electoral numbers were nonsensical.  Guidelines for the Commission stated that existing boundaries should be retained wherever possible, but this had obviousy not been done.  Clerk to write to the Commission stating Council's objections.

440.
PLAY AREA.  Chairman announced that the Village Hall Committee had approved the transfer of £500 received from the Cyclone organisers to the play area refurbishment expenditure.  Cllr Henderson would be taking action on the protruding bolts in the very near future.  Orders had been placed for the replacement swing items and safety surfacing. There would be around £1700 available from County Cllr's Small Schemes budget.

441.
THE NORTHUMBERLAND CHARTER.  An updated draft Charter outlining the relationship between County and Town/Parish Councils was received for consultation.  One change was that Parishes would not be charged for election expenses unless an election was necessary.  In the past charges had been made even if the election was uncontested.  However in the event of a bye-election, the Parish would have to pay the full cost.  The next elections were due in 2013.  Changes in service delivery had been explained at meetings between County and Parishes.  The main one affecting Stamfordham would be that County would take over responsibility for emptying dog bins, but this would not start until April 2012.  Improved communications between County and Parishes was a target, in particular more email communications.  It was not thought necessary to make any comments.

442.
ADDITIONAL GRASS CUTTING.  A quote of £711.22 + VAT was received for the usual three extra cuts (2 at the end of the 2012 season; 1 at the beginning of the 2013 season).  The standard cut over the main 26 weeks period was now to be between 10 and 13 cuts, rather than the 14 which had been the aspirational standard in the past.  The quote was agreed.  County Cllr observed that there had been a problem with cutting the play area as a new padlock had been fitted on the gate, presumably by the school, and the cutting team had been unable to enter.  It was thought this had now been sorted out.

443.
WHITE MEDICAL PRACTICE.  Cllr Boylan reported that a planned meeting had been deferred until next week.  There had been a good response to patient surveys.  All health care professionals were being involved, not just the GPs.

444.
NEXT MEETING was confirmed as Wednesday 18 January 2012 at 1930hrs.  This would be the Precept setting meeting.

445.
OTHER BUSINESS.
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a.
Cllr Fitzpatrick commented that sometimes the 74 bus service employed longer buses than usual and these were having difficulty in places.  Cllr Boylan said that Bells coaches were just as long and did not have any trouble, so it appeared that the 74 drivers were not used to narrow country bridges and roads.

b.
Cllr Boylan had received several photos of flooding to send to the Environment Agency and was still hopeful of more.  She also remarked on the lack of publicity for visits of the police unit when it parked in the village.  Clerk to obtain visit dates and times for publicity in the Communicator so that residents could call with any concerns.
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Cllr Trevelyan had spoken to Peter Harrison (Cyclone Organiser) and the Chairman of Matfen Parish Council about the Cyclone races.  A joint meeting with Matfen, Whittington and anyone else affected was proposed as next year the Northern Rock Cyclone was to be a four day event.                                                                                                                 KD: 23:11:11
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	Grady’s Yard, Throckley, Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 9EP

0191 267 8322   or  01661 886622  or
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 07801 557514     - ask for Tom or Paul.

 tmcgarage@hotmail.co.uk                     Full information: www.tmcgarage.co.uk
MOTs  (All makes and models) 

For cars only SPRING OFFER: One-Third off MOTs for limited period! 

Classes 4 & 7 MOTs                     Servicing                  Repairs

Diagnostics                                                            Air Conditioning

                              Pick up and delivery service available

WANTED:  Any old or interesting cars – must be cheap!
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Now trading as
Crescent Family and Caterirg Eatchers

Located at Crescent Farm, Throckley Fell Road (B6323)
Telephone 07856 271964

Locally sourced produce farm to shop
All beef and pork produced and supplied by Crescent Farm
Game supplied to order within two days.

Still doing different varieties of sausages as at the old shop!

Chip and Pin payment in place by 19" December.
Free delivery for orders over £20.00
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THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

12 mins - £10 AT 19, Northside,
20 mins - £15 Stamfordham or
30 mins - £20 T can come 1o you....

Please confact me for a FREE CONSULTATION
B suzanne@holistic-hr.co.uk

d 07973 922670
or leave a message on 01661 886361




Poppy Appeal November 2011

    T

otal donations from Stamfordham, Matfen and Horsley were £1,484.60, an excellent result.

Thanks to all concerned for collecting and donations.                                                       Dorothy Scott

___________________________________________________

Free to a Good Home…

(…A small donation to Communicator would be appreciated!)
   Computer tower - silver case, in good condition, including power supply, motherboard (Pentium), graphics and sound card. No drives (no hard drive or CD drive etc.).  About 5 years old.  Might be of use if building own PC or server or if needing spares.  Was all working prior to removal of hard drive.  Too good to tip.                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                Contact Mike on   01661 886823

FOR SALE
   KITCHEN Units and Fittings   by Magnet in Light Oak 

   1000     base unit                                     800       base unit

   650       corner base unit                          600       drawer unit

   400       base unit                                     600       Full Height Oven Housing unit with drawer below  

   650       corner wall unit 

   300       wall units 3 off                             Ceramic Inset Hob

   Extractor Housing and Extractor             1000 Bowl and Half with taps Porcelain sink 

   All cornice and plinths and light rail included 

   £200 ono 
   STAG FURNITURE in Mahogany
   Dining Room Table, oval with extra leaf, two carvers and four chairs

   6ft. Dresser with glass doors  

   Excellent condition - £500 ono                           For further information, call mobile   07751 008821

Tidying Up the County…

N

orthumberland County Council needs to know of problem areas where signs and ditches may need attention. If you are aware of any problems, please pass details to one of your Parish Councillors. NCC cannot guarantee that all will be dealt with, but it is hoped some areas should be improved.

Traffic signs and nameplates       

· Signs overgrown by hedges and other foliage

· Damaged signs and damaged/rusted support poles

· Mould/algae covered older signs

· Outdated signs. e.g. district signage

Ditch/Gully Digging                   

· Ditches/gullies silted or blocked                                                         Cllr. Linda Boylan

Stamfordham Parish Council

_____________________________________________________

Potential Changes to Bus Service

T

here is a proposal to change the route of the 74 Bus by omitting the Airport and Kingston Park destinations.

 Probably, not many people use the Airport but many more may use Kingston Park for shopping, etc.

 
Anybody who has concerns about this possible change should please make them known to County Councillor Veronica Jones either by letter, telephone or (maybe better) by email. 

 22 Wallridge Cottages, Ingoe, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE20 0SY 

 01830 530337                       Veronica.Jones@northumberland.gov.uk
____________________________________________________________

STAMFORDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF MEETING
A meeting of Council will be held in the Village Hall at 1930 hrs on TUESDAY 24 JANUARY 2012.  Councillors are reminded of the need to declare an interest in any matter in which they or close family may have a personal or prejudicial interest.
AGENDA
1.
Apologies for absence.

2.
To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2011.

3.
Matters arising from the Minutes, not otherwise on the Agenda.

4.
Planning matters:

Decisions: 

11/02446/FUL: Robson, Belfairs 26 Grange Road.  Construction of conservatory.  Permitted. 

11/02203/FUL: Nichols, Rugley Villa.  Conservatory.  Permitted. 

11/02406/FUL: Redford, 4 Grange Road.  Replacement boiler, flue, oil tank.  Permitted 

11/02408/LBC: Listed Building Consent as above.  Consented. 

11/02242/FUL: Halbert, Dalton House.  Extension for boot room etc.  Permitted. 

11/02241/LBC:  Listed Building Consent as above.  Consented.
Applications: 

11/03213/CCD: Stamfordham First School.  Installation of 26 photovoltaic panels on school roof.

Local Development Framework: Core Strategy. Consultation.

5.
Expenditure Authorisation:

D M Stanley - printing StamComm 113 & 114                          £to follow

Stamfordham PF & Village Hall - room hireNovember                £10.00

Wicksteed Leisure Ltd - play area refurbishment                      £4410.00 inc VAT

K W Dodd - Clerk's salary September/December                        £468.75

K W Dodd - Clerk's expenses November/January                           £9.80 inc VAT
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We offer: Domestic & Commercial
Kitchen/Bathroom
Troning
Weekly, One-off and Seasonal Cleans
Fully insured
Call now for a free quotation:
07891866304 B 0191 2862279

B jaxcleaningne@yahoo.co.uk
For a personal recommendation: & 01661 886485



Receipts:

County Council: play area grant                                                 £1743.00

S'ham PF and Village Hall - Cyclone donation                            £500.00

6.
County Councillor's report.

7.
Western Area Projects 2012.

8.
To approve a budget and set a Precept for 2012/13.

9.
Play area refurbishment.

10.
Hexham Courant "Tynedale Visitor".

12.
White Medical Practice - Patient Participation Group.

13.
To confirm the date of next meeting as Wednesday 21 March 2012.
14.
Other business.

K W Dodd

Clerk to Council             Potholes and highway faults, also street lighting faults  0845 600 6400

___________________________________________________________________

Big Society in Our Community ?

A

re there people in our community who would be interested, on a voluntary and informal basis, in getting together and discussing ideas for possible new initiatives and to see whether ideas should be progressed further ?

For example :

· shopping – a farmers market, people’s supermarket , a shop or a shopping service etc.

· domestic – DIY help, computer aid, offering surplus materials or produce, form filling, seeking better deals**, a closer watch on neighbours’ health, help in dealing with authorities, etc.

· community projects – ideas that would add to a sense of helping/improving community life.

· forming of separate small groups to progress particular ideas.                                                    [Cont’d

· any other ideas ? 

It maybe that sufficient is thought to exist at present or that organisations already exist, but if not, and you wish to meet informally and add ideas, then telephone  Graham on   01661 886544.

**At virtually the same time, but independently, Communicator received the following, which could be a starting project:                                                                                                                                                                                            

Bulk Purchase of Heating Oil                                                                                               
    There has been publicity given recently (Newcastle Journal 12.01.12) to the idea of the formation of community groups for the bulk purchasing of domestic heating oil (DHO). Groups have been set up in certain north-east areas, notably North Tyne and Allen Valley, and savings of up to 10p/litre and more on DHO have been notified.

This had been mooted a couple of years ago in Stamfordham, but we are are not sure how successful it was (I have never been involved, as we don’t use DHO – Ed.). Certainly in these more straitened times, such a scheme may be of more interest to local people.

Anybody who is not already involved in such a scheme, but who would be interested in setting up a group and participating, should contact Peter Jewitt, who is willing to co-ordinate action if there is sufficient interest. Peter is on  01661 886560.
Congratulations to Libby……!

L

ibby Hancock of Hawkwell has made it through to the final in London of Open Mic UK, a national competition to find singers of the future. One of five finalists in the age 17-22 category, the singer-songwriter is a Performing Arts student at Northumbria University. 

    Libby, a close friend of Emma Newton, who died tragically in May, recently recorded an album, Bright Lipstick, to raise money for the charity The Emma Newton Fund, created in Emma’s memory to help budding arts students realise their dreams, The fund has now topped the £60,000 mark and the first bursaries have been assigned.                                                                                                                   

Source:Hexham Courant 06.01.12

C

opies of Libby’s album may be obtained, by arrangement and a cash donation, from Jubilee House, or just a donation may be made via the Emma Newton Fund website at http://www.emmanewtonfund.com/The_Emma_Newton_Fund/Home.html .

The Editor says: I listened to Libby’s disc recently. Coincidently, the very next day I heard on Radio 5 the well-known young pop-singer Amelia Warner (aka Slow Moving Millie), performing in the Five Live studio. Bearing in mind both that Millie performed without full studio backing, and that Libby’s disc is not a professionally produced item, my personal opinion is that the latter, given the right backing and polishing, could out-perform the former. And I hope she does!

 tems for Issue 115 to Editor by Tues. 14th. Feb., please     01661 886432   or  david@stanley92.freeserve.co.uk  or  St. Quentin, Grange Ave.  NE18 0PG
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NORTHUMBRIAN TURF


Suppliers of HARDWOOD LOGS


and Dry, Seasoned Firewood


 


£55.00 per Dumpy Bag        £3.50 per Small Bag


£3.50 per bag for Kindling Sticks





FREE DELIVERY


AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND


 


 01661 886706 � EMBED PBrush ���  07776 384650


www.northumbrian-turf.co.uk
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COAL, SMOKELESS FUEL, LOGS and STICKS for sale





Contact  Lee Bushby  


 01661 886509


after 5.00pm








CLERK		      CHAIRMAN


Mr K W Dodd	       Cllr  E C T Trevelyan


19, St Wilfrid's Road	       14, Southside


HEXHAM	                         STAMFORDHAM	


NE46 2EA		       NE18 0PB


 01434 605786	        01661 886225


  ken.dodd99@ic24.net			


                      


                     www.stamfordhampc.org.uk
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Lift the February Blues with a leisurely morning, meeting friends and hearing from Village groups 


about the activities they organise, 


over a free breakfast (bacon butty). 


Hope to see you there!











Thanks are due this month….





…. to Jenny S. for a donation of £15 and to Crescent Farm for £10 towards Stamfordham Communicator printing costs. 
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